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Welcome 

Welcome to the award-winning choral program at OakRun Middle School! By joining this organization, 
you are commiting to a dynamic and growing organization where you will gain many important skills 
and also a loving family. This will be an exciting year full of opportunities and possibilities for all of us! 
My goal is to provide technical music skills, competition opportunities, and quality performances for all 
students. The purpose of this handbook is to help you understand the activities, policies, and 
procedures to ensure a successful year in choir. It is extremely important that all information in this 
handbook be read very carefully. 

About the Program 
There are three ensembles in the OakRun Unicorn Choir 

● Beginning 6th Grade - split into two 
● Treble Choir 
● Tenor/Bass Choir 

Throughout the year, students will be exposed to a variety of musical genres and styles including, but 
not limited to, classical, spiritual, multicultural, folk, show tunes, and popular music. All choirs will learn 
appropriate vocal tone and technique as well as sight reading and theory skills. The choir will perform 
several times throughout the year to demonstrate these skills at opportunities including concerts, 
competitions, festivals, tours, and recruitment trips. 

Materials 
We will primarily be using student iPads in choir. It is incredibly important that students arrive to class 
with a charged iPad every day. Failure to do so can negatively affect a student’s daily grade in choir. 
Music and assignments will be distributed through Google Classroom, forScore app, and flipgrid. We 
will spend time in the first weeks of class getting acquainted with these apps. A stylus pen is highly 
encouraged for writing and making markings in music effectively. While most of reading and writing 
activities will involve the iPads, students should always have paper and pencil in their backpacks at the 
ready. 
Optional materials: 

● Earbuds (for independent practicing when the director allows) 
● Bluetooth speaker (for practicing at home) 

Classroom Expectations 
Students in the OakRun Choral Department will abide by all NBISD rules governing student 
behavior as outlined in the NBISD Student Handbook and NBISD Student Code of Conduct. 
Failure to comply with these rules will result in disciplinary actions in accordance with district 
policies. 

● Follow directions the first time they are given  
● Bring all materials to class every day 
● Be in your seat when the bell rings 
● Respect the ideas and feelings of your peers  
● Always give your best effort 
● Only bring water into the choir room; no gum, food, or other drinks 
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Lost and Found 
iPads left in the choir room will be delivered to the HUB. Other items left in the choir room will be 
delivered to the front of the stage in the cafeteria. 

Electronic Devices 
Campus policy states that students are not to use their cell phones during instructional time, and I will 
uphold that expectation in the choir room. iPads are only to be used as instructed. Misuse will be 
subject to loss of privileges. 

Financial Responsibilities 
All choir members will be required to pay a one-time fee of $25 to cover the cost of their choir t-shirt, 
forScore app, and some disposable classroom materials. Each member of the OakRun choir is 
required to purchase the choir t-shirt for certain performances. Please send cash or check made out to 
OakRun Choir by September 13th, 2019. Students will not receive their t-shirt until the choir fee is 
paid. Students are also financially responsible for all music and uniform pieces and will be charged for 
any lost, damaged, or stolen items. 

*Financial assistance is available on a case-by-case basis. Please provide a note or email explaining 
your circumstances to Mr. Perez to discuss your options. 

Performance Uniform 
All students will receive their choir t-shirt which will be utilized for performances and spirit days. 
Students are expected to follow listed uniform guidelines. The performance uniform will be: 
Beginning Choir (6th Grade) & Varsity Choirs: 

● Choir t-shirt, tucked in 
● Black pants (Jeans or slacks. Leggings are not appropriate for the uniform.) 
● Black belt 
● Black close-toed shoes (Sandals and tennis shoes are not appropriate. Heels are discouraged.) 

Note for ladies: Hair should be pulled out of the face for performances. Makeup is not required for 
performances, but should be subtle and tasteful if worn.  

Note for all: Please DO wear deoderant. Please DO NOT wear perfumes or sprays for performances 
or rehearsals. 
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Grading Policy 
Students will earn their grade from the following categories: 
Daily Grades/Quizzes (50%): 

● Preparation and Participation: 
○ Having materials ready at the bell 
○ Proper use of rehearsal time 
○ Full cooperation and attention throughout rehearsal 

● Demonstration of classroom skills 
○ Demonstrate theory and sight reading objectives 
○ Show ability to perform music covered in class 

● Written Work: 
○ Writing in solfege or other music markings to be turned in for evaluation 
○ Recorded singing assignments 
○ Other dictation assignments 

● Quizzes: 
○ In-class singing/sight reading quizzes 
○ In-class theory quizzes 

Test Grades (50%): 
● Performances and concerts (see performance policy for further details) 
● Other projects aligned with Music TEKS 

Late work / Make-up work Policy 
● Late work will be accepted up to three days following the due date. Make-up work is due three 

days after the student returns to school. 
● Please see the Performance Policy below for Performance absences 

Performance Policy 
Choir is a performance-oriented course. Daily activities in the classroom are specifically designed to 
culminate in the performance of vocal music in either a concert or contest. The Texas Education 
Agency lists the public performance of music learned in the classroom as one of the Texas Essential 
Knowledge of Skills for approved music courses. Choir students receive a grade for each performance 
in which they are expected to participate. It is assumed that each student will be present for all special 
rehearsals and all performances. Choir is a cooperative activity that fosters personal and group 
responsibility. Parents are requested to help their student develop this sense of responsibility by 
making sure they attend every required rehearsal and concert on this year’s choir calendar. There are 
usually two required performances every semester. The fall semester consists of the Fall Concert and 
Holiday Concert and the spring semester consists of the Classics Concert (aka Pre-UIL) and Spring 
Show.  

Dates are given well in advance to give families time to make calendar preparations. Concert 
attendance should be considered a high priority. In the event of a previously scheduled conflict that 
cannot be adjusted, the student should notify a director within two weeks of receiving the choir calendar 
(This deadline is September 20, 2018 for calendars received the second week of school). 

Serious illness and family emergencies will result in an excused absence only if the student provided 
written documentation within two (2) school days of the required event. Please note that a lack of 
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transportation does not constitute an excused absence. If there is an issue with transportation, please 
let Mr. Perez know and a ride may be arranged for you. 

Students who have an excused absence, regardless of the reason for the absence, must make up the 
grade by completing an assignment given by the director. If the student fails to make up the assignment 
by a given date, the student will receive a grade of fifty (50) for that concert grade. An unexcused 
absence from a performance or mandatory rehearsal will result in a fifty (50) for that concert grade and 
there will be no opportunity for makeup. Students who have other school obligations (i.e. band, 
athletics, theatre, etc.) that conflict with a mandatory choir activity must let the director know at least a 
week in advance of the event. In most cases, something can be worked out that the student can attend 
both events. Students are not excused from mandatory activities because of a non-school related 
event. 

Students must be present for the entire concert in order to receive credit for participating. The TEA lists 
demonstration of proper audience etiquette as one of the Music TEKS, and this includes staying for the 
duration of a performance. No one will be allowed to leave a concert early. Additionally, it is important 
to your child that their parent/guardian be present at our concerts. Parent attendance at choir functions 
is a practical way to show your student that you are supportive of their co-curricular and extra-curricular 
activities. 

No Pass, No Play 
Senate Bill 1, Chapter 39, Education Code reads: 
Sec.33.081(c) A student who is enrolled in a school district in this state or who participates in a 
University Interscholastic League competition shall be suspended from participation in any 
extracurricular activity sponsored or sanctioned by the school district or the University Interscholastic 
League after a grade evaluation period in which the student received a grade lower than the equivalent 
of 70 on a scale of 100 in any academic class other than an identified honors or advanced class. 

Extracurricular activities as stated in Senate Bill 1 include NBISD Solo/Ensemble contest, Region Choir 
auditions, UIL Concert/Sight-reading contest, and all out of town excursions. Any student who receives 
a grade lower than a "70" in any class for the grading period prior to the event is unable to participate in 
these activities. Additionally, our policy requires that students maintain passing grades in order to 
participate in choir activities that require them to miss all or part of the school day. It is important to 
note that the “No Pass, No Play” rule does not affect a student's ability to participate in all 
on-campus concerts or events, including those which take place in the evening. Senate Bill 1 and 
NBISD consider such activities to be co-curricular events. The director(s) will monitor grades through 
progress reports, TxGradebook and report cards. If a student’s grades and/or eligibility are 
questionable prior to a choir event or competition, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain written 
documentation of eligibility from their teacher(s) and administrator. Failure to provide this 
documentation within four school days of a contest or activity may result in exclusion from the activity in 
question. Please note- “txConnect” is a wonderful tool provided by NBISD which provides a convenient 
way for parents to stay updated on their child’s grades via the Internet. Student’s grades, attendance 
and other valuable information can be viewed on this website. We strongly suggest that parents log on 
to txConnect frequently. We suggest that parents consider allowing their child to view his/her grades on 
Parent Portal. This will encourage the student in becoming more responsible and cognizant of their own 
grades and averages. 
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Rehearsal Policy 
Students who enter contests or desire to become a member of a select choir ensemble will be required 
to attend rehearsals outside of regular class time. This includes before and after school. These 
rehearsals will become more frequent as the performance and/or contest date approaches. On 
occasion, full dress rehearsals and extra rehearsals will be called in order to prepare for an upcoming 
event or concert. These rehearsals are necessary when several groups are scheduled to perform 
together. Such rehearsals will be considered mandatory, and a grade will be assigned. Ample notice 
will be given for all of these events. 

Timely Parent Pickup 
Students will be informed in advance when after school rehearsals, functions, performances, and social 
events will end. New Braunfels ISD requires club sponsors to remain with all of their students until they 
are picked up. Parents are expected to pick up their students within ten (10) minutes of a function 
ending. Of course, I understand extenuating circumstances, and ask that you communicate with me 
and your student in these events. There are also several choir parents that are happy to assist you and 
your child with transportation when needed. It is the responsibility of the student and their parent to 
make arrangements for their child’s transportation if the parent cannot pick their child up on time. 
Excessive late pickup can result in loss of after school event privileges for the student. 

Choir Excursions 
The choir director may choose to take one or more groups on an excursion or competition/ performance 
out of town. Students qualify to attend if they meet the following criteria: 

1. They are in good academic/financial standing with the OakRun Choir Department. 
2. They have been present at all required concerts and functions. 
3. They demonstrate mastery of the repertoire which the choir will perform at the event. 
4. They have maintained passing grades in all of their classes for a designated period of time. 

(The amount of time can vary depending on the activity; see No Pass, No Play.) 
5. They have not been assigned in school suspension (ISS), out of school suspension (OSS), and 

any other serious disciplinary action from a school administrator. 
6. They have fulfilled all financial obligations required for the activity. 

The choral directors and school administration will decide if an exception to these requirements is 
warranted, should such a situation arise. It is important to understand that refunds for any paid trips 
are not possible. Our organization must send a payment to our tour company and/or transportation 
company when our trip is booked. As a result, we are required to pay specific fees for each child who 
commits to attend this event. These payments are non-refundable to our organization and therefore are 
non-refundable to the student(s) who previously committed to participate. The refund policy of the tour 
groups and/or transportation company will be included in the initial correspondence for the activity, if 
applicable. 

Communication 
It is the goal of the director to maintain open communication with all students, parents, faculty, and 
administration. I will provide several formats for all communication, so there should never be a reason 
that someone was uninformed. UnicornChoir.org and CHARMS will serve as the primary form of 
communication directly from me to you. CHARMS will allow me to send emails and texts, but you must 
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make sure that your contact information are always current. The director will use Remind101 
occasionally. Please follow these login instructions to enter or update your student’s information. 
CHARMS: 

● Go to https://www.charmsoffice.com 
● Enter the school code ORunicorn (not case sensitive) 
● Enter your student’s ID number as the “Student Area Password” 
● Click on the “update profile” icon 
● Select “add new adult” 
● Update all information (most importantly name, cell phone and carrier, and email) 
● Click “Update” 

Remind101 (Parents and Students): 
● Create a new text message 
● Type 81010 where the phone number goes 
● Type your class code in the text message body 

○ Beginning Choir (1st period & 6th Period): @orms6thch 
○ 7th/8th Tenor/Bass Choir (2nd period: @orms78ch 
○ 7th/8th Treble Choir (4th period: @ormstch78 

● Send the text message. You’re done! 

Contests and Competitions  

SOLO & ENSEMBLE (Any eligible choir student) 
This is a district sponsored event that gives all students the opportunity to gain experience in solo or 
small ensemble singing. Students will select a solo from a predetermined list to learn and prepare to 
sing for a judge. The judge will give the singer positive and constructive feedback, along with a rating, 
based on preparation and skill. Second and third year choir members are strongly encouraged to 
participate in Solo & Ensemble. All other choir students are encouraged to participate as well! There is 
a small fee of $5 to participate in Solo & Ensemble. 

UIL CONCERT/SIGHTREADING (Mixed Choir) 
The University Interscholastic League sponsors this group contest annually. Choirs consisting of 
seventh and eighth grade students are eligible to compete in UIL. Groups entering this contest prepare 
three selections from a prescribed music list (UIL). In addition to prepared selections, choirs are also 
required to sight-read a piece of music. For each of these activities, the group receives a rating. All 
eligible Mixed Choir members will compete at UIL C&SR.. Eligible students in the Mixed Choir are 
required to participate. Students will be ineligible for UIL if they are failing any classes after a certain 
grade check (to be determined later in the year). 
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REGION CHOIR (Any eligible 7th/8th graders) 
The Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA) sponsors an activity to honor outstanding middle 
school students from Comal and surrounding counties. Seventh and eighth students are eligible to 
audition for this choir. The members of the Region Choir are selected based on an audition of prepared 
music. Those students selected for the Region Choir will be involved in a clinic and concert under the 
leadership of well-known conductors. The Region Choir is an extremely high honor and it is hoped that 
many of our choir students will set this as one of their goals for the coming year. Most future All-State 
choir members began by auditioning for Middle School Region Choir. An entry fee of $20 is required to 
participate in this audition. This fee is non-refundable in the event that a student becomes ineligible to 
participate, unable to audition, or is disqualified from the contest for any reason. All 7th and 8th grade 
choir  members are strongly encouraged to participate. Before and after school help is available to all 
who want to audition. 
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ORMS Unicorn Choir Calendar 

*Items in bold are required for all students in the listed choirs.* 
All dates/times are subject to change with adequate notice. 

Please refer to our calendar on UnicornChoir.org for the most up-to-date information. 
 
 

WHEN WHAT WHERE WHO 

Sept.- TBD Choir Social Choir Room All Choir Members 

Oct - TBD Fall Fundraiser New Braunfels All Choir Members 

Oct 18- TBD TTB Region Auditions Tex Hill MS 7th-8th grade guys 

Oct 19- TBD SSA/SA Region Auditions Tex Hill MS 7th-8th grade girls 

Oct 21 - 6:30pm Fall Concert ORMS All Choir Members 

Nov 2- All Day Region Clinic & Concert Segin HS PAC Region Choir members 

Nov TBD- During School Veteran’s Day Program ORMS Mixed Choir 

Dec 16 - 6:30pm Holiday Concert ORMS All Choir Members 

Feb 12- TBD Pre UIL Concert NBMS All Choir Members 

Feb 13-16 TMEA Convention San Antonio Mr. Perez  

Feb - TBA TCDA Honor Choir Auditions ORMS 6th and 7th graders 

Feb 24-26 - TBA UIL C&SR TBD UIL Choirs 

Mar - TBD Spring Fundraiser New Braunfels All Choir Members 

Mart- TBD Spring Choir Social Choir Room All Choir Members 

Mar 27 - TBD Solo & Ensemble TBD All interested singers 

May 7- 6:30pm Spring Concert OakRun All Choir Members 

May TBD Spring Trip TBD Interested singers 

Jul 23-25 TCDA Convention San Antonio TCDA Honor Choir Members 
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